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Education

2027 PhD in Musicology, University of California, Berkeley
(expected) Dissertation: “The Musicality of Digital Data: A History of Digital Music and
Music Recommendation, 1957-2014”

2023 M.A. in Musicology, University of California, Berkeley
2015 M.M. in Piano Performance and Pedagogy, University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign
2013 B.A. in Music (with Distinction), University of Wisconsin, Madison
Publications
2025 “An Accidental Benchmark: The History, Contingent Power, and Lasting

Traces of the GTZAN Dataset” Digital Society 4, No. 2.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s44206-025-00191-w

Under Review
“Music, Information, and Web 1.0.”
In Progress

Special Issue: Methods for Studying Algorithmic Music Systems. Co-edited
with Ravi Krishnaswami.

Conferences

Conference Organizer

2026 Clouds, Streams, and Ground (Truths): Developing Methods for Studying
Algorithmic Music Ecosystems. Berkeley, CA. March 7-8. (Co-organized with
Ravi Krishnaswami)

Panel Organizer

2025 Socio-technical Histories of Digital Music. American Musicological Society
Annual Meeting. Minneapolis, MN. November 6-9.

Presentations


https://doi.org/10.1007/s44206-025-00191-w

2026

2025

2024

2023

Musical Similarity: The Case of an Impossible Ground Truth. European
Association for the Study of Science and Technology. Krakow, Poland.
September 8-11.

Calculable Surfaces: Topic Theory and History of the “Digital Musical
Object.” American Musicological Society Annual Meeting. Minneapolis, MN.
November 6-9.

An Accidental Benchmark: The History and Contingent Power of the GTZAN
Dataset on Music Streaming Platforms. American Musicological Society
Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. November 14-17.

Algorithmic Filtering and the Hidden Logics of Genre. Northern California
Chapter of the American Musicological Society Annual Meeting. Davis,
California. April 22.

Grants and Awards

2026-27

2026-27

2025

2025

2025

2023

2023

2014-15

2013-15

Norman Jacobson Memorial Teaching Award

Townsend Dissertation Fellowship

Townsend Center Conference and Lecture Grant, UC Berkeley ($2000)
AMS Travel & Research Grant, Elliott Antokoletz Fund ($1200)
International Association for Popular Music Study (IASPM), sponsorship for
Clouds, Streams, and Ground (Truths): Developing Methods for Studying
Digital Music Conference, with Ravi Krishnaswami ($1250)

Northern California Prize in Musicology

Graduate Assembly Travel Award, UC Berkeley

Teachers Ranked as Excellent, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
(Spring 2014, Fall 2015, Spring 2015)

University of Illinois Unit One Teaching Assistantship (competitively
awarded)

Campus Talks

2026

Haydn in London. Guest Lecture for MUS70: History of European Music.
University of California, Berkeley. February 26.



2025 The History of Digital Music: A Methods Perspective. Research talk for Al
and Society Working Group. University of California, Berkeley. March 12.

2025 Beethoven’s Legacy: Music of the Future? Guest Lecture for MUS27:
Introduction to Western Music. University of California, Berkeley. March 13.

2023 Platform Capitalism. Guest lecture for MUS128: Music and Capitalism.
University of California, Berkeley. November 6.

Symposium and Workshop Participation
2024 Music and Al Study Day. Brown University. September 27.

2023 An Accidental Benchmark: The History and Contingent Power of the GTZAN
Dataset on Music Streaming Platforms. Workshop on the Politics of Machine
Learning Evaluation. Institute for Advanced Studies, University of
Amsterdam. November 16-17.

2021 University of California, Berkeley Representations Symposium. Respondent to
Gundula Kreuzer’s “Butterflies on Sweet Land? Reflections on Opera at the
Edges of History.” Berkeley, California. December 2-3.

Teaching

Musical Mechanics: From Baroque to Generative AI (MUSRI1B)
- Instructor of Record: Fall 2025

History of European Music (MUS70)
- Graduate Student Instructor: Spring 2026

Introduction of Western Music (MUS27)
- Head Graduate Student Instructor: Spring 2025
- Graduate Student Instructor: Fall 2022, Spring 2024

Music in American Cultures (MUS26AC)
- Graduate Student Instructor: Spring 2023, Fall 2024

Music and Capitalism (MUS128)
- Graduate Student Instructor: Fall 2023

Piano for Non-Majors (University of Illinois)
- Instructor of Record: Fall 2013, Spring 2014, Fall 2014, Spring 2015

Beginning Group Piano (University of Illinois, Summer Piano Academy)
- Instructor of Record: Summer 2014



Public Musicology

2023

2021

2020

2020

2020

Behind the Music Recommendation Curtain: Computing Taste with Nick
Seaver. Musicology Now Interview, June 2023.
https://musicologynow.org/behind-the-music-recommendation-curtain-
computing-taste-with-nick-seaver/

“Hidden in Plain Sight.” Women of the World Blog, LunART. Published
January 14, 2021. https://www .lunartfestival.org/post/hiddeninplainsight

“LunART Celebrates Works Created by Women: from past to present, from
revered to forgotten, from rap to rhapsody,” in Journal of the International
Alliance for Women in Music, Fall 2020.

“Cultural Capital and Classical Music, Beyond the Dollars and ‘Sense’,”
Women of the World Blog, LunART. Published November 13, 2021.
https://www .lunartfestival.org/post/culturalcapital

“Prospective Thoughts on Retrospective Repertoire,” Women of the World
Blog, LunART. Published July 15, 2020.

https://www .lunartfestival.org/post/prospective-thoughts-on-retrospective-
repertoire

University Service

2025-Current

2023-2025

Graduate Colloquium Musicology Chair

Musicology Graduate Student Representative for the Music Graduate
Committee

Service to the Profession

2024

Reviewer for Digital Society


https://musicologynow.org/behind-the-music-recommendation-curtain-computing-taste-with-nick-seaver/
https://musicologynow.org/behind-the-music-recommendation-curtain-computing-taste-with-nick-seaver/

